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Landscape on the Road 
35 years of landscape research in France and abroad 

 
 

 

International Conference 
To celebrate the 35th anniversary of the Diplôme d'études 

approfondies (DEA) "Jardins, paysages territoires" 
 

Call for Participation 
  
On October 8, 1991, Le Monde published an article announcing the launch of France's first 
doctoral program dedicated to landscape studies, awarded by the Ministry of Higher 
Education: the Diplôme d'études approfondies "Jardins, paysages, territoires" (DEA JPT, in 
English Advanced Studies Diploma "Gardens, landscapes, territories"). The program was 
founded by landscape artist Bernard Lassus, at the École d'Architecture de Paris-La Villette 
(EAPLV, now ENSAPLV), in association with the École des Hautes Études en Sciences 
Sociales (EHESS). 

The program information brochure summarized its pedagogical and epistemological aims: 
"The pedagogical project of this DEA stems from the observation of a double movement 
brought about, on the one hand, by transformations in the environment, and on the other 
hand, by those of society, which is constantly modifying its appreciation of this 
environment. A certain amount of knowledge and practice reflects these two movements. 
Their aim is to resolve, depending on the era and culture, the resulting problems of 
interpretation and spatial planning" (Lassus, 2004, p. 139). 

In 1990, the accreditation process for this program was validated by the French Ministry of 
Higher Education. In July 1992, the first class of the DEA "Jardins, paysages, territoires" (JPT) 
received their diplomas. The program was offered until 2005, when it was suppressed 
following the Bologna reform of higher education.1 The academic year 2025-2026 marks 
the 35th anniversary of the program. 

Bernard Lassus, who was its director until 1998, was able to bring together personalities 
from a variety of backgrounds. This gave French-language research on landscape an 
unprecedented impetus, particularly in terms of the relationship between interpretation 
and spatial planning. Contributions from these authors, whether collaborative or 
individual, have played a pivotal role in the debates on landscape that has taken place over 
the years, both in France and abroad. In 2014, Augustin Berque, a co-founding member of 
the DEA JPT, proposed the name "La Mouvance de La Villette" for the movement of people 
and ideas that crossed path within the program. 

 
1      The Bologna Declaration was signed in 1999 by the ministers for Higher Education of 29 European 

countries, and is at the origin of the process of convergence of the higher education systems of 
European countries. 
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The founders of the Mouvance adopted many varied conceptual positions – among others 
mediance (Berque, 2000), artialization (Roger, 1997), invention and experimentation 
(Lassus, 1998), collective social and symbolic appropriation (Conan, 1994), and inventive 
landscape conservation (Donadieu, 1994). The numerous and varied inputs of other 
participants in the Mouvance - whether directly or indirectly - and of successive 
generations, contributed to the evolution and circulation of this vision of landscape. 

A number of fundamental ideas stemming from the DEA can be recognized and shared, 
beyond the different positions and the singularity of the interpretations that overlapped or 
succeeded one another. Notably: the distinction between landscape and environment, one 
belonging to the sphere of representation and the other to the physical constitution of 
places; the re-institution of the role of aesthetics and sensitivity in the process of producing 
space, on a social, political and spatial level; the association of all planning with the cultural 
and historical vision (appreciation) that a society has of its environment; and therefore, the 
inseparability between interpretation and action, vision and planning of this environment 
by a society. 

This landscape approach is based on the relationship between humans and their 
environment, as well as the former's "acting vision" of the latter. For this reason, Mouvance 
opposes any orthodoxy or disciplinary dogmatism. It is fundamentally transdisciplinary and 
attempts to link the fundamental postulates of the human and natural sciences with the 
dynamics of the arts and spatial design sciences, albeit with  a tension. These fundamental 
ideas encourage reinterrogating the paradigms that characterize and sometimes paralyze 
contemporary spatial thinking and construction; they encourage moving beyond old binary 
categories (nature/culture, urban/rural, knowledge/know-how, art/science, human/non-
human), which today demonstrate their incongruity and inefficiency. Being based on 
complex knowledge and open experimentation — both technical and sensitive — they call 
for rekindling the heuristic process in order to reinvent spatial figures or metaphors that 
can interpret, prefigure, and guide spatial design (De Marco, 2016) in this era of radical 
climatic, ecosystemic, and societal change. 

Over the past three decades, the importance of landscape culture and projects has become 
apparent in various fields. Landscape-related studies and professions have developed and 
gained recognition in the humanities, natural sciences, and spatial arts. For example, the 
legal field is seen as the emerging point of a much broader socio-political and cultural 
process. This field has seen the birth of major national laws and directives (from the loi 
paysage in 1993 to the loi sur la biodiversité, la nature et le paysage in 2016, which 
established the title of "landscape designer" in France) as well as international laws (the 
European Landscape Convention in 2000, ratified in France in 2006). These decades have 
been an important period for the affirmation of landscape as a field of reflection, 
investigation, and action. 

In the 1990s, the DEA "Jardins, paysages, territoires" accelerated this affirmation process 
by facilitating exchanges, debates, and the production and dissemination of knowledge on 
landscapes and their role in socio-spatial visions and transformations. During this time, 
landscape was adopted in some countries into political programs of the extreme right, 
while in others, it became a basis for local resistance against multinationals' uncontrolled 
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exploitation of local resources. In this context, the dynamics surrounding landscape over 
the last three decades and the contributions of the DEA merit further examination. 

In 1994, Augustin Berque concluded the introduction to the manifesto of the DEA JPT called 
Cinq propositions pour une théorie du paysage (Five Propositions for a Theory of 
Landscape): "Let us conclude by expressing the hope that the young researchers who have 
graduated from the 'Jardins, paysages, territoires' program will be able to open up new 
perspectives on landscapes for our society and extend this movement beyond the horizons 
outlined in this book" (Berque, 1994). It might be added here that they did also extend it 
beyond the program. 

One of the purposes of this colloquium is to bring together and compare some of these 
perspectives. The conference aims to bring into dialogue the main ideas that have guided 
the DEA JPT since its inception with these new perspectives and, above all, to identify their 
areas of action in the current context of climatic, environmental, and socio-political crises. 

Starting in the 2021-2022 academic year, the thirtieth anniversary of the DEA JPT, the École 
Nationale Supérieure d'Architecture de Paris-la Villette and the research group 
"Architecture, milieu, paysage" (formerly "Jardins, paysages, territoires") organized 
seminars and meetings in preparation for the "Paysage en chemin/s" (Landscape on the 
Road") conference. These encounters reinforced ideas developed over three decades in 
France and abroad, either in continuity with or in contrast to the fundamentals established 
by the DEA JPT program. 

These exchanges concerned, for example, themes such as the relationship between 
landscape and environment in the contemporary context, where the notion of ecological 
transition is key to interpreting any vision or transformation of space (Berque, Donadieu, 
2022; Zhang, 2023); the specificity of rural territories in the face of change; and the role 
that productive rural practices could play in the context of ecological transitions (Fang, 
2023; De Marco, des Prés, 2024); the role of the inhabitant and symmetrically that of the 
designer in decision-making, designing and transforming living spaces, and the emergence 
of hybrid figures, such as the inhabitant-landscape designer (Marlin, 2022; Donadieu, 
2022); the relationship between landscape and heritage, and reflections on the links, 
divergences, and superimpositions between these fields, as well as the interfaces they 
create in the spheres of knowledge and action in the transformation of space (Valois, 
Franceschi-Zaharia, 2022-–2023; Petry, Toriumi, 2023); landscapes of critique and 
resistance (Delbaere, Hilaire, 2023); the drawing and design of the living and nonliving 
elements in creating new spatial configurations (Hössler, De Marco, 2022-–2023 ; 
Nussaume, Jacquet, 2024); the role of artistic interventions and experimentation in the 
transformation of urban and non-urban territories (Jeudy, Lopez, 2022, 2023, 2024; Fang, 
2024); the affirmation of a territorial and ecological art reinterpreting the notion of 
landscape as an overall vision (de Castro, Connolly, Cleary, De Marco, 2024); and the 
inclusion of specific territorial management cultures, such as forestry in urban and non-
urban landscaping (Impera, 2023; Szanto, Gustavsson, 2024). In addition to these ideas 
presented at meetings held at ENSAPLV, many others are being explored at other French 
and international institutions, by researchers and young doctoral students who are directly 
or indirectly involved in landscape thinking that may echo that of the DEA JPT. 
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From road to roads, and from landscape to landscapes. The title of this conference 
"Paysage en chemin/s" ("Landscape on the Road"), aims to bring together perspectives, 
experiences, and knowledge on landscape, following the roads from teachers and 
researchers, as well as scholars and professionals from different continents. Thus, it will 
describe the evolution of this thinking over the course of three decades. The word "road" 
may allude to the Taoist concept of "Tao", which literally means "way", "path" or "road". 
The conference will examine not only the scientific careers of those trained in the DEA, but 
also the careers of those who have been influenced by this movement of thoughts, 
developing, critiquing, revising it, and thus bringing it to life and evolution. For the 35th 
anniversary of the DEA JPT, the conference will provide an overview of the thinking and 
action carried out around landscape as a scientific and political field since the 1990s, and 
its current role in the context of today’s social, ecological, and climatic crises. 
 
 

Themes 
Contributions may fall into one of the 2 thematic non-exhaustive orientations specified 
below. 
 

1. Landscape and Realities in Becoming 

The protagonists of the DEA "Jardins, Paysages, Territoires" share the idea that "landscape 
is always specified in some way by the subjectivity of the observer". Landscape emerges 
through the complex interaction between surrounding "concrete" objects, sensing bodies, 
temporal regimes of subjectivity and intersubjectivity. Every perception of reality is relative 
to a certain viewpoint, creative behavior and socio-cultural context. From one civilization 
to another and from one country to another, the ways of seeing landscapes, and making 
landscapes, are different. So, what conceptual approaches and methods of approaching 
landscape have been pursued over the past three decades in this direction? How have 
studies of people's experiences with landscapes developed around the world? Between 
practice and theory? What initiatives have been undertaken between practice and theory 
to create landscapes? What role do spatial project, and particularly landscape projects, 
play, considering these essential aspects? As a result, what changes need to be made to 
the project's postulates, processes and tools? 
 

 
2. Landscape, Environment and Ecology in Debate 

The growing urgency of environmental issues, both in France and around the world, seems 
to have overshadowed thinking and action around landscape, relegating it to the 
background of the notion of ecology. Landscape is no longer considered a notion or concept 
in the same way as ecology, the latter occupying a much more important place in politics. 
Consequently, the spatial dimension of a project, which is closely linked to the land area, 
the very notion and history of landscape(s) is overlooked, even though it is essential to 
developing viable, sustainable solutions for our living environments. Global warming, the 
loss of biodiversity, and the scarcity of resources are today's major challenges. Landscape 
and experimentation through spatial design, in conjunction with the art and science of 
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landscape, could rightly help us understand these processes. This is particularly true when 
using appropriate concepts or tools, such as the concept of landscape structure, as defined 
in the method of the Atlas de Paysages. Landscape is our living relationship with the 
environment. How do we deal with this to address the rise of technical, scientific, and 
ecological themes and know-how at the expense of a more global, comprehensive 
understanding of territories and their singularities? What "displacement strategies" can we 
invent to reconsider the relativity of current and future conceptions of nature and the living 
world? 
 
 
As an indication, for each of these 2 themes, we propose the same 5 following entries: 
 

o Landscape and its theories today 
o Landscape and actions in the world 
o Spatial interpretation, planning and design 
o Landscape and transmissions, beyond teaching 
o Ethics, responsibility and involvement 
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Submitting proposals  

Proposal format 
Authors are invited to submit paper proposals in the form of abstracts of 500 words 
maximum (excluding bibliography presenting 5 references maximum). The abstract must 
be written preferably in French, the paper proposals in English will be accepted. The 
document should include: surname/first name, e-mail address, status, institutional 
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Timeline: 
o September 30, 2025: Deadline for submission of participation abstracts 
o October 12, 2025: Extended deadline for submission of participation abstracts 
o October 30, 2025 First week of November: Feedback from reviewers to authors, 

with a request for a presentation text (3000 words) and/or scientific posters for 
selected authors 

o Novembre  30, 2025: Receipt of conference papers and posters 
o Novembre  30, 2025: Opening of the registration period  
o February 12 and 13, 2026: Conference at ENSA Paris-La Villette  

 

Venue:  
The Conference will take place at the École Nationale Supérieure d'Architecture Paris-La 
Villette (ENSAPLV) 144, avenue de Flandre, 75019, Paris - Métro: Line 7 station Corentin 
Cariou or Crimée, bus: lines 60 

 

    
 

        

 


